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Good morning, 
  
I am writing to provide a further update on the COVID-19 situation. 
  
Coronavirus Bill  
  
The COVID19 Bill was published yesterday. 
  
We welcome this new legislation which, once it receives royal assent, will provide emergency 
powers for the council during this ongoing situation. We are currently reviewing the full 
contents of the Bill and the measures within it. 
  
County Hall – Political Group Rooms  
  
Please be advised that due to the urgent requirement to conduct confidential court hearings and 
adult care cases by telephone, the Political Group Rooms have been designated for this purpose 
and will no longer be available for member use until further notice. Thank you for your 
understanding. 
  
Elections 
  
In light of the exceptional circumstances we are facing around COVID19 and guidance received 
this week from the Government this, the Returning Officer, Terence Herbert, has made the 
decision to suspend all unitary and parish by-elections and neighbourhood planning 
referendums until further notice. This step has been taken to protect the safety and wellbeing of 
staff and the public. 
  
We will be keeping the situation under review and will advise when we are in a position to 
confirm arrangements for progressing these matters.   
  
Service updates 
  
Libraries and leisure services continued to be challenged by staff absences but we are trying to 
maintain as much of a service as possible at this time. 
  
From Friday 20 March 2020, we will be relaxing the terms of our concessionary bus passes, 
which means those who have a pass can use it before 9:30am until further notice. With many 
major supermarkets opening early specifically for elderly and vulnerable people, this will 
provide them with the best opportunity to ensure they can get everything they need. People are 
advised to keep checking timetables in case there are any changes made as a result of the 
ongoing situation.  
  
  
Schools update 
  



Further to Wednesday’s announcement by the Secretary of State for Education regarding school 

closures for the majority of pupils on Friday 20 March, we are working closely with schools and 

their communities to ensure they are supported and have the latest advice. 

  

Schools will remain open for key workers and most vulnerable children.  We have now received 

guidance as to what constitutes a key worker and details on who is able to attend school from 

Monday. This can be found online: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-

covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-

authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision  

  

Once we are clear on how many children will be requiring a school place we will coordinate the 

provision required across the county.  

  

We are also working closely with Wiltshire Council staff who are impacted to understand and 

support how they can manage childcare arrangements whilst ensuring the council can deliver 

for our communities and on our priorities.      

  
Area Boards 
  
As the Council continues to take precautions, we have taken the decision to cancel Joint Strategic 
Needs Assessment (JSNA) events and Area Board meetings over the coming weeks. The situation 
will continue to be reviewed on a regular basis as we continue to respond to government 
guidance.  Keep up to date with meeting changes here, and check this webpage on a regular basis. 
You can also subscribe to updates here.  
  
An established process is in place to ensure urgent community grants and other Area Board 
decisions can continue to be determined during the current situation. The decisions will be 
published online, incorporating the feedback received.  
  
Where grant applicants have made their submission for within the current 2019/2020 Financial 
Year, and determination has been delayed due to the cancellation of Area Board meetings, 
successful applications will be honoured within the budget for the current financial year.  
  
Community support 
  
Wiltshire Council is working hard to support communities as much as possible during the 
ongoing COVID-19 situation. 
  
To help understand how many groups have been set-up and the support they are providing, the 
council has put together a short survey to capture the relevant information, which will give 
them a good understanding of the great working taking place. The survey can be found at 
https://app.s.do/event/mhop2vsw/live/polls.  
  
You are encouraged to make use of the COVID-19 Community Pack to support your community 
during the ongoing situation. The pack contains a list of key contacts, resources and information in 
one place.  
  
For up-to-date information about council services, health advice, and information to support 
your communities, please see our COVID-19 page, and encourage your communities to access 
information and council services through this page. 
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You can also sign up for our email newsletter to get the latest information direct to your inbox. 
  
Please direct any queries to the info hub publichealth@wiltshire.gov.uk. Please do not contact 
officers directly as all COVID-19 queries need to be overseen and dealt with by the info hub. 
  
We will continue to provide regular updates around the ongoing situation. Please take care of 
yourselves at this time and thank you for your ongoing support. 
  
Thanks 
  
Cllr Philip Whitehead 
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